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INTRODUCTION

Your business is under the gun to not only deliver on consumers’ admittedly high healthcare expectations but 

to document the delivery of care. Electronic medical records have helped in this regard, with 87% of office-

based physicians in the U.S. now using EMR/EHR systems, according to the most recent statistics available from 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. These paperless assets have proven indispensable for large 

organizations seeking to form a well-oiled clinically integrated network.

 Just having the systems in place won’t cut it, however, not when the goal is ensuring that your employees’ 

medical data is maintained and shared discreetly, effectively and – perhaps above all else - affordably.
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How does your organization go about doing that? That’s what this e-book 

addresses. The first step is thinking about your needs and requirements. 

Doing so will help you develop and build a data strategy. Much like a 

house, a well-structured data strategy must start out on a solid foundation. 

Coordination and teamwork with other healthcare providers, and trusted 

technology partners, can provide you with the assistance you need to put 

the right pieces together in the proper order. The following six questions 

will help you focus on creating a customized, practical and successful data 

strategy that will ultimately save you time and money.

87% of office-based physicians in the 
U.S. use EMR/EHR systems.



WHAT IS YOUR GOAL

AND/OR OBJECTIVE?

Whether you’re a large healthcare group or an employer trying to 

control healthcare related costs, it’s important to define the outcome 

that you wish to achieve. Perhaps it’s meeting government regulations. 

Maybe you’re trying to save money without sacrificing quality, through 

value-based care initiatives. Is finding the right data sharing/healthcare 

application delivery system causing you stress? Whatever it is, defining 

the overarching goal or goals of your organization is paramount.
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Maybe you’re trying to save money 

without sacrificing quality, through 

value-based care initiatives.



WHAT DATA ARE YOU COLLECTING 

OR DO YOU NEED TO COLLECT?

Estimates from the research firm IDC expect the volume of health data to 

reach north of 2,300 exabytes by the year 2020. To put that into context, 

that’s like placing multiple tablet computers on top of each other, and not 

stopping until the stack reached 82,000 miles high! Whether the data you’re 

collecting is patient history-related or referral, continuity of care documents 

or lab results, identifying the data is pivotal.
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Estimates from the research firm IDC 

expect the volume of health data to reach 

north of 2,300 exabytes by the year 2020.



WHERE DOES THE DATA NEED 

TO GO OR COME FROM?

Much like a map, healthcare data provides detailed information, but that 

information doesn’t do much good if you don’t know where it’s headed or 

where it came from. Frequently, it originates from the lab, according to 

data maintained by the CDC. Alternatively, maybe it’s from radiology or 

other imaging facilities. Radiology and other imaging facilities account for 

57% of the protected health information (PHI) offices send electronically. 

Establishing where health information is coming from, headed toward 

or warehoused – such as in a population health tool – helps to further 

refine your company’s data strategy. Accurate and complete data can 

not only expedite and optimize patient care but reduce mistakes, such 

as improper labeling or errant dosage directions for prescription refills. 

Medication errors are among the most common for hospitals and 

healthcare practices, according to the Leapfrog Group.
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DO YOU NEED TO COMBINE TWO 

OR MORE SOURCES OF DATA?

To improve efficiency and streamline the data delivery system, healthcare 

application ecosystems are more multifaceted than ever, capable of 

storing patient healthcare information into their own compartments 

despite being delivered in bundles. With millions upon millions of 

people in the healthcare system, data is ever increasingly diversified 

and heterogenous. You will need to take into consideration whether you 

need to combine two or more sources of data.  If so, you will need to 

make sure you clearly identify the categories so you can more effectively 

customize your data delivery system. For example, lab results and claims 

data are a common pairing, as are referral and benefits coverage.  
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You will need to take into consideration 

whether you need to combine two or 

more sources of data. 



HOW WILL DATA BE 
TRANSPORTED, TRANSFORMED,

MONITORED AND SECURED?

Alphabet soup may be the term that best describes electronic health 

records. Vast amounts of data are sent out into the healthcare ecosystem 

at any given time, each with its own set of application protocols and file 

formats. They include HL7, X12 and XML, among many others. These 

datasets are simultaneously encrypted to further enhance security and 

guarantee patients’ privacy, in accordance with HIPAA laws. To optimize 

security and real-time monitoring, your best bet may be to partner with a 

technology solutions provider that can manage these efforts, sparing you 

from the hassle and helping you to stay focused on the big picture.
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To optimize security and real-time monitoring, 

your best bet may be to partner with a technology 

solutions provider that can manage these efforts.



DO YOU HAVE THE SKILLS 
AND RESOURCES IN-HOUSE TO 

ACCOMPLISH YOUR OBJECTIVES?

Although some substantial strides have occurred in recent years, 

the healthcare sector hasn’t caught up with other industries from a 

tech innovation and implementation standpoint. Depending on your 

organization’s size, you may not have the personnel or technological 

capabilities to accomplish your stated objectives. That is why it is 

important to establish what aspects of your data strategy you can do 

internally and when to rely on outside experts. Support staff, interface 

developers and interface monitoring expertise are a few of the 

components needed to help you put your goals into motion.
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Establish what aspects of your data 

strategy you can do internally and 

when to rely on outside experts.



WHY CHOOSE TANGIBLE SOLUTIONS

By including us in your data strategy planning and implementation, we can set up 

the framework – through tailored technology, enhanced interfacing or network 

integration – to deliver authentic healthcare quality. In short, we get you from 

the disjointed “Ready, fire, aim” delivery system to the more streamlined and 

systematized “Ready, aim, fire” approach. Tangible Solutions is process-focused 

and detail-oriented, committed to ensuring your practice delivers on reducing 

readmissions rates and improving the overall patient experience.

Contact us today and we’ll help you get the right data 

strategy working for your needs.
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WWW.TANGIBLE.COM

INFO@TANGIBLE.COM

800-393-9886

Sources:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14D0zRYCq6OX1BY-pAjBh907b__vGE4imr4-vpYg6TJs/edit?ts=5c9a44b1 | https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhsr/nhsr115.pdf | https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/electronic-medical-records.htm | https://www.healthdataarchiver.com/

health-data-volumes-skyrocket-legacy-data-archives-rise-hie/ | https://news.gallup.com/poll/245873/seven-maintain-negative-view-healthcare-system.aspx?g_source=link_NEWSV9https://news.gallup.com/poll/245195/americans-rate-healthcare-quite-positively.aspx?g_

source=link_NEWSV9 | https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/new-report-exposes-problems-with-hospital-medication-errors-300820259.html | https://www.healthit.gov/topic/health-it-and-health-information-exchange-basics/what-hie

https://www.linkedin.com/company/tangible-solutions-inc-/
https://www.facebook.com/tangiblesolutionsinc/
https://twitter.com/TangibleSol_Inc
https://www.tangible.com

	content
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

